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Monday, 6 January 2020 
 
Dear Anne 
 
Alan B Partnership undertook a review of the golf course risk assessment of Formby Ladies Golf Club on June 
17th, 2019.  A detailed course survey and risk assessment was produced in 2014, identifying the hazards and 
associated risks to be found on the golf course.   

The purpose of the report is therefore to communicate the findings of the safety survey review and to make 
recommendations to those with health and safety responsibilities, in order to promote discussion and 
consideration of safety on the course. This report should be held as part of the Health & Safety Management 
System, as part of the golf course risk assessment process. 

We understand our role to be the provision of advice to Formby Ladies Golf Club, on what we perceive to be 
the hazards and associated risks to players, greens staff and others.  These findings are therefore not 
intended to be prescriptive, rather to provide opinion on whether what is in place, to mitigate risk, can be 
considered adequate and appropriate. 

If anyone has any questions or issues, please do not hesitate to contact either Alan or myself. 

With kind regards, 
 
 
Christopher Barraclough BSc (Hons) TechIOSH 
For and on behalf of Alan B Partnership Ltd. 
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COURSE SAFETY SURVEY C.A. Barraclough BSc (Hons) TechIOSH 

FORMBY LADIES G.C.  

June 17th 2019 Alan B. Partnership Ltd. 

Summary 

A course safety survey review was performed by Alan B. Partnership Ltd. as part of the health and safety 
advisory service, provided to Formby Ladies Golf Club.  The purpose of this survey is to provide advice 
regarding potential hazards on the golf course and the risks they present to users. 

Risk Assessment 

Users of the course include golfers, members of the public using the rights of way and greens staff.  When 
considering actions to reduce risk, it is recommended that focus be given to golfers in particular, as it is the 
golfer who strikes the ball and whose behaviour is most likely to be influenced and changed.  However, users 
of the public rights of way should be informed of any specific risks posed at particular points on the course – 
for example, when they are about to cross fairways. 

The course risk assessment document “Formby Ladies GC - Course Risk Assessment.doc” should be referred 
to for actions undertaken to mitigate typical risks found on the golf course, as a result of playing golf.  This 
should be reviewed to ensure that it accurately reflects current practice and requirements. 

Following the course survey, comments and amendments have been made to the course risk assessment.  
Please review these and update your course risk assessment as required. 

Approach 

The following steps were taken to assess the course and produce this report. 

i. Course walk: This was performed, of the entire course, starting at the 1st tee and walking every hole 
in sequential order.  The purpose being to review the hazards identified, assess their potential risks 
and to identify any other hazards. 

ii. Proximity hazards – Minimum Safety Envelope: For areas of the course where there was considered 
to be an increased risk of being hit by a golf ball, due to the close proximity of holes, further 
consideration has been given. 

For these areas a minimum safety envelope (MSE) has been constructed to provide an objective 
perspective.  The MSE approach is often used in golf course design, to ensure that the risks presented 
by close holes are identified and allowed for.   

iii. Angle of confidence: A typical amateur golfer should statistically be expected to hit a golf shot within 
an arc 15o either side of where they are aiming.  At 200 yards, this would equate to hitting the ball 54 
yards off-line.  We have therefore assumed that shots wider than 15o off-line, whilst possible, are 
sufficiently unlikely that protective measures against such errant shots are generally not reasonably 
practicable for course owners to pursue. 

Minimum Safety Envelope (MSE) Construction 

a. Select the most suitable tee for the hole in question – for consistency we have used the white medal 
tees.  A circle with a radius of 50 yards is drawn, centred on this tee. 

b. At 150 yards along each line circle with a radius of 70 yards is drawn. 



 

 

c. At 200 yards along two concentric circles are drawn, with radii of 70 and 85 yards.  The typical amateur 
golfer is right-handed and is statistically more likely to hit a ball off-line to the right than the left. 
Therefore, to the right of the fairway we consider the 85 yard radius and to the left the 70 yard radius.  

d. A circle is drawn, centred on the green.  The radius of this is proportionate to the length of the typical 
approach shot based on an angle of confidence of 15o. (See step 4 above.) 

e. The perimeters of these circles are connected to produce the MSE. 

Please find the required diagrams as appendices to this document.  I have also sent a PDF file of these 
diagrams, which may be easier to see or display as required. 

Course Safety Sign. 

The course safety sign should be displayed in locker rooms and in the vicinity of the first tee.  It should 
contain general safety information including: - 

• Storms 

• Frost and slippery conditions 

• Public footpaths and roads 

• Greens maintenance 

• First Aid and Accident reporting 

• The need to shout “Fore!” and what action to take on hearing it. 

• The need to adhere to a Buggy policy 

Visitors’ attention should be drawn to the sign before commencing their round. 

We would encourage the use of a course safety sign is  

1) Displayed in locker rooms and on noticeboards where members and visitors are likely to see them.   
2) Put in the members and visitors sections of your website 
3) Displayed in the Pro’s shop (mainly for the benefit of green fee paying visitors). 
4) Displayed on the route to the 1st tee 
5) Sent to visiting parties, as part of their visit pack 

However, if we consider that a risk is more significant and that specific information is required at a particular 
point on the course, we feel compelled to recommend the use of specific signs around the course.  In making 
recommendations, we are always mindful that signs on the golf course need to be kept to a minimum, both 
for aesthetic reasons but also to ensure that golfers do pay attention to those that are considered important 
enough to include. 

Public access to the course 

There are no recognised public rights of way across the course. 

Unfortunately, even trespassers tend to assume priority over golfers, even when it is not safe to do so.  The 
primary action must therefore be to inform and influence members and visiting golfers.  The course safety 
sign should make specific reference that golfers must not play if anyone is in range. 

Holes in close proximity 

The holes at Formby Ladies are well distributed, resulting in very few areas where golfers come within range 
of those playing other holes.  Where holes do lie adjacent to each other, visibility is generally good and/or 
protection afforded by trees.  Greenstaff maintain clear lines of sight by routinely removing lower branches 
of trees. 

All golfers should be aware of general safety measures around the golf course, such as the calling of “Fore!” 
and these will typically be sufficient to ensure that occurrences of being hit by another golfer’s ball are kept 
to a minimum. 



 

 

However there are a small number of areas, where golfers come into close proximity without necessarily 
being aware.  Signs have been erected in several places, to alert golfers of the risks from others on both 
Formby Ladies GC and Formby GC. 

Two additional areas were identified, where we would recommend that consideration is given to tee signs, 
warning of other golfers in range. 

The 5th hole is in range of errant shots played from the 6th tee at Formby GC.  We would recommend that 
you discuss the siting of a sign on the 6th tee (FGC), requiring golfers to shout “Fore!” if they hit the ball left. 

There is also a risk to golfers on the 9th fairway, from errant shots hit left from the 13th tee, particularly as 
the 13th tee is elevated and errant shots would tend to drift wider and further.  The 9th fairway is not clearly 
visible from the 13th tee and golfers, especially visitors, may be unaware that others are in range.  Therefore, 
we would recommend that consideration is given to erecting a sign on the tee, reminding golfers to shout 
“Fore!” if they hit the ball left.  

Course furniture 

Course furniture was found to be in good condition and staff members are to be commended on its up keep. 

The bridges at the 9th and 17th tees need some attention, as they mat become slippery in wet or wintery 
conditions.  Please see detailed recommendations in the hole-by-hole commentary below. 

Insurance 

It is recommended that the club ensures all golfers have adequate personal liability insurance, which can be 
used in the event of them injuring someone else on the golf course.  Many golfers assert that their 
household insurance includes such protection, however it is questionable that this is universally the case; 
some household insurance may only cover injuries sustained within the home and its environs. 

We would strongly recommend, if not already in place, that you consider the possibility of gaining quotes for 
and/or acquiring personal injury insurance for members and visitors of the club, to cover claims for injuries 
incurred as a result of being struck by a golf ball etc.  There are several companies who offer such cover, 
including Carrick Neill, Tonic and Circle Insurance as examples. 

 

The remainder of the document is a commentary of findings on a hole-by-hole basis.  The appendices 
contain diagrams of holes where the minimum safety envelope and 15o zones were assessed as part of the 
survey. 

  



 

 

HOLE COMMENTARY 

Below is a commentary of findings on a hole-by-hole basis.  Where concern was raised about the close 
proximity of holes, minimum safety envelopes were constructed including typical shots zones.  These can be 
found in the diagrams at the end of the note.  

Please review the findings and consider the suggested actions, for discussion at our next visit. 

HOLE COMMENTS CONSIDERATIONS & ACTIONS 

Hole 1 i. 261 yard par 4. 

ii. The 2nd tee is relatively close-by, to the 
left of the fairway.  However, visibility is 
excellent and shouts of “Fore!” should be 
sufficient warning of balls struck in that 
direction. 

iii. A Golf course safety sign is displayed on 
or close by to the 1st tee.  This includes 
expected actions regarding “Fore!” 

 

• RS and I discussed the possibility of 
including a fairway bunker, to the 
right of the fairway, to protect the 2nd 
tee from wayward tee shots on the 1st 
hole.  The tees are 230 yards apart. 

Hole 2 i. 417 yard par 5. 

ii. The first 290 yards of the 2nd hole are 
situated well away from adjacent holes, 
surrounded by heather. 

iii. The 7th tee and 6th green are situated just 
to the left of the fairway, some 290 yards 
from the tee.  Whilst these are in range of 
fairway shots, played from the 2nd 
fairway, they are clearly visible. 

iv. The course safety sign makes reference to 
the use of “Fore!”, which is appropriate 
safety measure for the close proximity of 
other tees and greens. 

• RS and I discussed the bush between 
FLGC tee 2 and FGC tee 2.  We agreed 
that this should stay, as it does 
provide some protection between 
these two tees, which are in close 
proximity. 



 

 

HOLE COMMENTS CONSIDERATIONS & ACTIONS 

Hole 3 i. 129 yard par 3. 

ii. There is a ditch running down the left 
hand side of the hole, over which a small 
footbridge provides access to the 4th tee. 

iii. The bridge is not edged, to prevent buggy 
or trolley wheels from being inadvertently 
steered off the edge. 

• Consider removing the bridge over 
the ditch, as it is surplus to 
requirements.  At present, it is 
presenting a trip hazard on entry, 
which if it is to stay needs to be 
repaired. 

• The ditch was also a little overgrown 
and should be kept clear and visible. 

Hole 4 i. 287 yard par 4, played to an elevated 
green. 

ii. The hole is afforded protection by trees 
along its entire length. 

iii. The 6th green is situated to the front left 
of the tee, some 45 yards away and at 
approximately 60o left.  Only very errant 
shots will be struck from the 4th tee 
towards the 6th green and need no 
further consideration. 

• No recommendations. 

Hole 5 See the diagram in the appendices 

i. 122 yard par 3, situated on the course 
boundary, adjacent to Formby GC’s 
hole 6. 

ii. New tee steps have been built since 
the last survey - these were found to 
be in good condition. 

iii. As can be seen from the diagram, the 
5th green falls within the 15o zone 
(and therefore the minimum safety 
envelope) of the 6th hole on Formby.  
This tells us that it is in range of shots 
played from the 6th tee on FGC and 
that shots played towards the 5th 
green are not overly wayward.  The 
15o zone represents the area into 
which an average golfers will play 
95% of their shots. 

iv. The hills between the two holes 
restrict visibility and it is reasonable 
to assume that those unfamiliar with 
the course layouts may be unaware 
that golf is being played beyond the 
respective course boundaries. 

v. It is unlikely that balls played from the 
5th tee, even very errant shots, will 
reach the 6th fairway at Formby.  The 
5th hole is a relatively short par 3 and 

• A sign should be erected on the 5th 
tee at FLGC, warning golfer to be 
aware of and react to shouts of 
“FORE!” from FGC, to the right. 

• RS and I agreed that the bell, 
historically rung on leaving the green, 
is no longer need and is to be 
removed. 



 

 

HOLE COMMENTS CONSIDERATIONS & ACTIONS 

therefore errant shots will only be 
played up to 125 yards also. 

vi. Appropriate signage is displayed on 
the 6th tee at FGC, to remind players 
to shout “Fore!” if they hit a ball left 
from the tee. 

 

Hole 6 i. Long par 4, dog-leg right to left. 

ii. Tees steps were found to be in good 
condition. 

iii. A bell has been erected, for golfers to 
show when the way ahead is clear.  A sign 
inform golfers of the bell and the need to 
use it. 

• No recommendations. 

Hole 7 Please see the diagram in the appendices 

i. Short par 4. 

ii. The main issue is the relatively close 
proximity of the 8th tee, to the right of the 
fairway.  As can be seen from the 
diagram, tee 8 is situated just on the edge 
of the 15o zone and is therefore in range 
from some errant tee shots. 

A sign has been erected, warning players 
of the proximity of the 8th tee. 

• RS and I discussed whether the sign 
regarding the 8th tee is genuinely 
needed.  We agreed that it wasn’t 
and should be removed – my concern 
being that too many signs around the 
course will distract from the small 
number that are important and 
essential. 

 



 

 

HOLE COMMENTS CONSIDERATIONS & ACTIONS 

Hole 8 i. Straight par 5. 

ii. Players on the tee are in range of those 
on the 7th tee (see above), however 
visibility is good. 

iii. There is a deep pond, in the trees to the 
left of the hole.  It is fenced off and signed 
as deep water.  The pond is out of range 
of shots. 

• Consider erecting a “Tee 8” sign on 
the tee bin, clearly visible from the 7th 
green, so that players know where 
the next tee is. 

Hole 9 i. The 9th is a medium length par 4. 

ii. Since the original survey, the old concrete 
bridge has been replaced. 

iii. Shelter was found to be in good 
condition, but is not earthed and should 
not be used during electrical storms. 

iv. Adjacent fairways are clearly visible, 
however we will discuss the risk of balls 
being struck onto the 9th fairway from the 
13th tee below. 

• The ditches were found to be 
overgrown and not visible to all.  
Please ensure that these are regularly 
maintained, so that they can be 
clearly seen at all times. 

Hole 10 i. Par 5 hole, played from an elevated tee, 
which is accessed by wooden tee steps.  
The steps may become slippery in wet or 
wintery conditions. 

ii. Whilst adjacent holes may be in range of 
errant shots, visibility along this hole is 
excellent.  Shouts of “Fore!” are adequate 
to protect other golfers. 

iii. Paths around the tee were found to be in 
excellent condition. 

• The tee steps to the back tee have 
been refurbished and were found to 
be in good condition. 

• The grass around the trolley park 
should be maintained, so that the 
surrounding banks are clearly visible. 

• On the day of the visit, the grass 
between the park and the path 
leading from the 10th tee was long 
and obscured visibility. 

 



 

 

HOLE COMMENTS CONSIDERATIONS & ACTIONS 

Hole 11 i. Medium length par 4 dog-leg, left to 
right. 

ii. Paths leading to the 11th tee were found 
to be in excellent condition. 

iii. The tee is accessed via some wooden 
sleeper steps, which have been recently 
replaced and were found to be in good 
condition. 

iv. Whilst the preceding hole is relatively 
close by, to the left, visibility between the 
holes is excellent. 

• No further recommendations. 

Hole 12 i. Mid-range par 3, played into a green 
surrounded by trees. 

ii. Paths and buggy routes around the tee 
were found to be in excellent condition. 

• No recommendations. 

Hole 13 Please see the diagram in the appendices 

i. The trees on the path from the 12th green 
to the 13th tee should be closely 
monitored, particularly after storms.  
They hang over the path and we observed 
signs of storm damage, which could lead 
to branches falling onto the path. 

ii. The long par 4 is played from an elevated 
tee. 

iii. As can be seen in the diagram, the 9th 
hole is situated to the left of the 13th and 
is in range of wayward shots, particularly 
from the elevated tee.  However, the 9th 
fairway is obscured from view due to the 
terrain around the tee. 

• Consider removing the steps on the 
13th tee, as they do not provide safer 
access and present a risk of trips and 
slips that a sloped path would not. 

 

Hole 14 Please see diagrams in appendices 

i. Adjacent holes are well protected by 
mature copses of trees. 

ii. The tee is protected from behind by 
trees, but it is worth noting that the tee is 
still visible from the 13th fairway (hence 
players will know to shout “Fore!” 

iii. A fence along the right hand side of the 
tee has been erected to protect players 
from errant shots from the practice 
ground. 

iv. The practice ground is out of bounds. 

• 2014 : Consider erecting signage on 
the practice ground, reminding 
players to shout “Fore!” if they hit 
wayward shots out of the practice 
ground.  Members and visitors to 
Formby GC, as well as Formby Ladies 
may be unaware that the 14th hole on 
FLGC is situated to the left of the 
practice ground. 



 

 

HOLE COMMENTS CONSIDERATIONS & ACTIONS 

v. As can be seen from the diagram of the 
practice ground, the 14th hole is within 
the 15o zone of play from the left hand 
side of the practice tee. 

vi. The 15th tee is in range, from the centre 
of the fairway, but is clearly visible. 

Hole 15 Please see the diagram in the appendices 

i. The 15th hole is a mid-range par 4. 

ii. As can be seen in the diagram, the 
practice ground and 14th green on Formby 
GC, do fall within the MSE.  The practice 
area however is wide of the 15o zone.  
The 14th green at Formby is heavily 
protected by trees. 

iii. Players on the path leading to the 
practice area are clearly visible and 
should be aware to watch players on the 
15th tee. 

iv. The 16th tee is close to the left hand edge 
of the 15th green, but is clearly visible. 

v. See comment regarding the 18th at 
Formby GC below. 

• No recommendations 

Hole 16 i. Short par 3. 

ii. The 15th green and 16th tee is in range of 
errant shots struck from the 18th tee at 
Formby GC. 

iii. Signs have been erected warning golfers 
about this risk and a sign has been 
erected on the 18th tee at FGC warning 
golfers to shout “Fore!” as required. 

iv. There is currently a seat by the 16th tee, 
which we think is ill advised, given the 
proximity of the aforementioned tee at 
FGC. 

• No recommendations 

Hole 17 i. Mid-range par4. 

ii. Adjacent holes are a good distance away, 
with gorse and heather between. 

iii. A footbridge constructed of wooden 
sleepers is used to gain access to the back 
tee.  This is edged and coated in non-slip 
paint. 

• No recommendations 

Hole 18 i. Mid-range par 4, clearly visible from 
adjacent holes. 

• No recommendations 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

APPENDICES 
 
FORMBY LADIES GC - GOLF COURSE SAFETY SURVEY - HOLE 5 (a) 
 

 
 

FORMBY LADIES GC - GOLF COURSE SAFETY SURVEY – HOLE 5 (b) 
 

 
 

FORMBY LADIES GC - GOLF COURSE SAFETY SURVEY - HOLE 7 



 

 

 

 
 
FORMBY LADIES GC - GOLF COURSE SAFETY SURVEY - HOLE 13 
 

 
 
  



 

 

FORMBY LADIES GC - GOLF COURSE SAFETY SURVEY - HOLE 14 
 

 
 
FORMBY LADIES GC - GOLF COURSE SAFETY SURVEY – PRACTICE GROUND 
 

 
  



 

 

 
FORMBY LADIES GC - GOLF COURSE SAFETY SURVEY - HOLE 15 
 

 
 


